
Protected Areas

& Biosphere
Strengthening international 

conservation and 
sustainable resource use

Michael Succow Foundation
We are committed to protecting ecosystems, combating 
climate change, and promoting sustainable land use that 
connects nature and people. Our team of around 60 staff 
members operates both nationally and internationally. 
The Michael Succow Foundation is a founding member 
and partner in the Greifswald Mire Centre, and privileged 
partner of the Biosphere Reserve Institute of Eberswalde 
University for Sustainable Development (HNEE). 

Intact ecosystems are vital for survival – for biodiversity, 
climate, and for humans. Yet habitats worldwide are 
disappearing at an alarming rate. Protecting natural 
habitats is therefore a global responsibility. The Michael 
Succow Foundation has been committed for 25 years 
to developing and strengthening Protected Areas. 
We support countries in nominating unique landscapes 
as UNESCO World Natural Heritage sites and in 
designating UNESCO Biosphere Reserves – with 
expertise and partnerships.

Contact
Michael Succow Foundation
Ellernholzstr. 1/3 • D-17489 Greifswald
+49 3834 83 54 2-0
info@succow-stiftung.de

Our goal: 
10 million more hectares of World Natural Heritage! 
With a World Heritage donation, you can actively 
support the nomination and long-term 
protection of new World Heritage sites.

www.succow-stiftung.de
/welterbe-patenschaft 

Botanical field studies in Mongolia. 
© Michael Succow

Cover photo: The Great Gobi in Mongolia: habitat of the takhi 
(Przewalski’s horse) – the world’s only remaining wild horse species. 
© J. Wunderlich / Michael Succow Foundation | Flyer design: Wally Pruß

Digital tools: training for conservation pro-
fessionals. © Southern Ustyurt National Park

On an expedition with an international team in Uzbekistan’s Barsakelmes 
– a salt depression stretching to the horizon. © O. Kugaev

Conservation thrives on committed, competent, 
and well-connected people. That’s why we 
invest worldwide in minds and ideas. 
This creates a vibrant network of knowledge, 
passion, and responsibility – for a liveable 
future on a healthy planet.

Colchic Rainforests and Wetlands, Georgia. 
© Agency of Protected Areas of Georgia

  SuccowStiftung
succow-stiftung.de

Social Media

Newsletter 
succow-stiftung.de/
newsletter-anmeldung

Let’s protect nature – 
connecting the world. 
Together.

Our fields of action

Hyrcanian Forests in Azerbaijan and Iran – rich in species 
and ancient. © M. Kamali / M. Succow Foundation

Protected Areas and World Natural Heritage 
Support of the nomination of UNESCO World Natural 
Heritage sites globally – e.g. the Cold Winter Deserts 
of Turan, Colchic Rainforests and Wetlands, 
Hyrcanian Forests

Model Regions for Sustainable Development
Establishment and support of Biosphere Reserves 
as pilot regions for ecological, social, and economic 
sustainability – e.g. Three Alazani Rivers & 
Dedoplistskaro, Lower Amudarya, Lake Indawgyi

Feasibility Studies & Strategic Consulting
Analysis and planning for new Protected Areas 
& Biosphere Reserves, including governance, 
stakeholder involvement, and management models

International Partnerships & Networks
Close and long-term cooperation with governments, 
scientific institutions, local communities, and NGOs 
to strengthen international conservation networks

Scholarships & Support for Young Professionals
Support of young environmentalists from project 
countries (e.g. Marion Dönhoff Fellowship) 
as multipliers on site

Training & Capacity Building for Protected Areas 
and Biosphere Reserves Staff & Stakeholders
Workshops and trainings on topics such as 
monitoring tools, management assessment, 
and Ecosystem-based Adaptation 

International Summer & 
Autumn Schools, Study 
Tours, Workshop Series
Topics include Biosphere 
Reserves, climate change, 
sustainable development, 
among others

Why we strengthen 
protected areas worldwide



These selected projects exemplify our contribution to 
global Protected Area and Biosphere Reserve work. 
Learn more: www.succow-stiftung.de

Major achievements
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© Fanny Mundt

    Ethiopia
     Designated: 2015
     Area: 695,885 ha
     Safeguards Ethiopia’s 
largest inland water body 
– source of the Blue Nile

© Agency of Protected 
Areas of Georgia

    Georgia
     Inscribed: 2021
     Area: 31,253 ha
     Relict forests with 
high biodiversity

    Iran (2019), 
     Azerbaijan (2023)
     Inscribed: 2019 / 2023
     Area: 145,005 ha
     Subtropical broadleaf 
forest with many 
endemic species

4   Lake Tana Biosphere Reserve

3   Hyrcanian Forests

© Agency of Protected 
Areas of Georgia

    Georgia
     Designated: 2022
     Areas: 199,944 ha & 251,952 ha
     First Biosphere Reserves in Georgia 

     and the entire South Caucasus

2   Three Alazani Rivers & Dedoplistskaro Biosphere Reserves

Bukhara deer in the tugai forest. 
© E. Kurtveliev

    Uzbekistan
     Designated: 2021
     Area: 68,718 ha
     Endangered 

riparian (tugai) 
forests 

Ustyurt – one of the few pristine 
areas in Central Asia. © O. Kugaev

    Kazakhstan, 
    Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan
     Inscribed: 2023
     Area: 3,366,441 ha
     Transnational property 
with unique, vast cold 
winter desert ecosystems

6   Lower Amudarya State Biosphere Reserve

7   Cold Winter Deserts of Turan

Organic rice cultivation 
in Myanmar. 
© Fauna & Flora International

    Myanmar
     Designated: 2017
     Area: 133,715 ha
     Due to its importance for 

migratory birds also            

recognized as a RAMSAR site 

– protecting wetlands and 

livelihoods

5   Lake Indawgyi Biosphere Reserve

© H.-D. Knapp

Our Track Record 

World Natural Heritage Conservation

& Biosphere Reserve Development

Supported 10 nomination processes 
in Asia & Europe
7 successful inscriptions 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List
Almost 6 million hectares inscribed for 
international recognition

Supported 5 Biosphere Reserves under UNESCO’s 

Man and the Biosphere (MAB) programme
Model regions for sustainable development 

– ecologically, socially & economically
Harmonising people and nature

The Gobi bear, one of the 
rarest animal species in the 
world, lives in the Gobi 
Desert. © Dr. P. Kaczensky 

Co-develop new Biosphere Reserves
Strengthening existing Biosphere Reserves
Promote participatory governance
Share best practices within international networks

Support 3 additional World Heritage 
nomination processes 
(e.g. Mongolian Gobi and 
Eastern Mongolian Steppes)
Actively support at least 
4 World Heritage sites
(e.g. through trainings, 
equipment provision & 
management assistance)
Secure an additional 
10 million hectares 
as World Heritage

Our Goals by 2030

Saxaul trees – endemic and ecological 
super talents in Central Asian deserts.
© J. Wunderlich / Michael Succow Foundation

1   Colchic Rainforests and Wetlands
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