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Outlook: 
Future update of the peatland map of Europe



3 projects at GMC aiming at update:
• Building the European Peatlands Initiative
• Wet Horizons
• ALFAwetlands
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Vegetation
• Ecosystem basemap
• Natura 2000 habitats, 

salt marshes, 
wet alder forests, …

• Potential natural vegetation
Soil
• Histosols
• Soil carbon stock
• Soil drainage status

Data



Wetlands
Peatlands
• Fen
• Bog
• Peat thickness
• Peat extraction sites

Data

Estonia
Data source: EstSoil-EH (ODbL); ETAK: Maa-amet 2022



Watercourses 
Drainage
• Ditches
• Polders
Historic landscape
Elevation

Data

Estonia
Data source: EstSoil-EH (ODbL); ETAK: Maa-amet 2022



Data



• >400 datasets checked
• Different sources, e.g.

• National authorities, 
• Research institutes, 
• EEA, 
• …



• Collated data differs from country to country (region to region…)
• Data quality differs
• Underlying definitions differ
• from country to country…
• „mire“ ecological vs. „peatland“ pedological

• Costs of data
• Harmonization/correction of geometries difficult

Obstacles



Obstacles



Hints on data welcome!



Thank you!

Building the European Peatlands Initiative: a strong alliance for peatland climate protection in Europe
This project is part of the European Climate Initiative (EUKI) of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action (BMWK).
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