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Global Peatlands Assessment



The power of scientific assessments

From left to right: António Feijó (the Gulbenkian Foundation’s President), Hoesung
Lee (Chair of IPCC), Anne Larigauderie (Executive Secretary of IPBES) and Angela
Merkel (the Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity 2022 Jury’s President)

@Márcia Lessa

“the role of science on the
front line of tackling climate
change and the loss of
biodiversity.”

Jury of the 2022 Gulbenkian Prize 
for Humanity



The people and structures involved

GPA 
in numbers

226
contributors

51
countries

44% women
56% men



Expected outcomes of the GPA

Generate 
political 

momentum & 
show options 
for practice 
and action

Increase both 
the funds and 

the 
interdisciplinary 

research on 
peatlands

Support 
strategic and 
inter-sectoral

decision-
making 

Strengthen 
data systems 
on peatland 

extent, 
condition and 

uses

Offer a robust 
process for 
developing 

future 
assessments

@Michelle Garneau

@Sue Page

@Joslin Moore @Zhao-Jun Bu

@Hans Joosten





488 million hectares peat globally
600 billion tonnes carbon stored in peat



488 million hectares peat globally
600 billion tonnes carbon stored in peat
Average carbon storage: 1,200 tonnes per hectare





Russian Federation 139 million ha
Canada 119 million ha
United States 39 million ha
Brazil 26 million ha
Indonesia 21 million ha
DRC 18 million ha
Republic of Congo 13 million ha
Finland 8 million ha
Peru 8 million ha





88 % of peatlands are undrained
12% degraded and losing peat
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500,000 ha of peatlands that are accumulating peat (and 
thus actively capturing and storing carbon) are being 
destroyed by human activities annually



Peat loss = 40% of 1.5°C carbon budget
Peat loss = 12% of 2°C carbon budget





Collaboration & Knowledge 
Exchange



Peatlands Matter



 Expand protected area systems to include peatlands

 Phase out harmful operations on peatlands and rewet them, by 
strengthening regulations, and creating subsidies and fiscal 
mechanisms.

 Develop and maintain data systems on peatland extent and uses 
to improve mapping and inform policy planning

 Form fair and transparent governance systems that cross sectors 
and empower stewardship by Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities 

 Support collaboration and engage in international networks and 
initiatives 

Key Recommendations



https://www.unep.org/resources/global-peatlands-assessment-2022



BE PART OF THE SOLUTION! Because #PeatlandsMatter
To learn more about this Initiative please contact: 
Dianna Kopansky, UN Environment Programme dianna.kopansky@un.org

And have a look at our website: http://www.globalpeatlands.org/

mailto:dianna.kopansky@unep.org
http://www.globalpeatlands.org/
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